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Obamaõs job approval has been net 

negative for much of his second term.
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No Democratic Senate candidate performed 

more than nine percentage points better than 

Obamaõs approval rating in their stateõs exit poll. 

6

State Obama Approval Dem % of Vote Difference Who Won?

Illinois 50 53 +3 D

Michigan 50 55 +5 D

Minnesota 47 53 +6 D

Maine 47 32 -15 R

North Carolina 43 47 +4 R

Georgia 43 45 +2 R

New Hampshire 43 52 +9 D

Colorado 43 45 +2 R

South Carolina 42 39 -3 R

Virginia 40 49 +9 D

Iowa 39 44 +5 R

Mississippi 38 39 +1 R

Kentucky 35 41 +6 R

South Dakota 34 29 -5 R

Arkansas 31 39 +8 R

Source: Washington Post Analysis of National Election Pool exit polls and AP vote count
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Job creation and economic growth

.ǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴ ƎǊƛŘƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘΧ

The deficit and government spending

Health care

Social Security and Medicare

Military action against ISIS

Immigration

Looking out for the interests of women

The Ebola outbreak

Other/None/Unsure

All equally

Most important issue in deciding who to vote for Congress

Going into Tuesday, job creation and economic 

growth topped votersõ concerns, as did the partisan 

gridlock.

Source: NBC News/Wall Street Journal Survey (October 30-November 1, 2014)
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Democrats suffered losses across the country. In governorõs races, 

Republicans flipped 3 states (MD, MA and IL) while losing Alaska to the 

Independent. Republicans won decidedly in Senate races, picking up 7 

states so far (NC, AR, CO, IA, WV, MT, and SD), while Louisiana heads to a 

December runoff, and Alaska remains uncalled. 

Gubernatorial U.S. Senate

18 Democrats (-3)
31 Republicans (+2)
1 Independent (+1)

46 Democrats (-7)
52 Republicans (+7)
2 TBD (LA runoff and AK)
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In addition to grabbing Democratic Senate seats, Republicans 

expanded their margin in the House by picking up an additional 10 

seats, making it the largest Republican majority since the Truman 

Administration. 

U.S. House of Representatives

179 Democrats (-20)
243 Republicans (+10)
13 TBD  # WomenInPolitics



While Democrats lost, the progressive agenda won. Minimum wage ballot initiatives 

passed in all 5 states where they were on the ballot (AR, AK, IL, NE, and SD), most 

by significant margins. This suggest that while voters are pessimistic desiring new 

leadership, they also support core populist economic policies and worry about their 

low pay. 

Voters also voted for paid 
sick days initiatives in 
Massachusetts; Trenton, 
NJ; Montclair, NJ; and 
Oakland, CA.
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Source: CNN 2014 National Exit Poll
*Exit poll data for unmarried women unavailable for 2010

Youth (18-29) Unmarried WomenHispanics African Americans

The core RAE voters represent a smaller share of 

the 2014 electorate compared to 2012.
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Notably, the Democratsõ electoral weakness did not extend to its core RAE voters. 

Democrats maintained significant advantages among young voters, African 

Americans and Hispanics, and unmarried women. However, the turnout of these 

groups was down from 2010.  Democrats also failed to win a significant share of 

persuadable, Independent voters. 

Source: CNN 2014 National Exit Poll
*Exit poll data for unmarried women unavailable for 2010
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2010 2014 2010 2014 2010 2014 2014*

Democrats Republicans

African AmericansYouth (18-29) Unmarried Women

+11 +26 +79

Support Among Key RAE Groups

+13 +22 +80

Hispanics

+26
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Women Voters 

and The Gender 

Gap
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Overview of Women Voters in 2014

ω In 2014, women comprised 51% of the electorate, representing a 
lower percentage than in 2012 (53%) and 2010 (52%).  

ωWhile still key to victory, women favored Democrats by 4 points 
nationally, while men favored Republicans by 16 points, resulting in a 
gender gap of 20 points. This was a narrower margin among women 
than in 2012 for Republicans when they lost women by 11 points. 
This resembled 2010, when Democrats lost women by 1 point and 
lost men by 14 points. 

ω This election, Republicans won white women by 14 points, 
Independent women by 4 points, and married women by 10 points. 



Women Voters and Women Candidates in 2014

ω In all Senate races, gender gaps ranging from 12 to 30 points were 
evident, with women being more likely than men to support Democratic 
candidates. However, Democrats lost men by more than they won 
women.

ω That said, women were more likely to vote Republican when there was a 
woman on the ballot like in West Virginia and Maine. In all key Senate 
races with women candidates running, women voters were more likely 
to favor the woman on the ballot.

ω However, we should note that marriedwomen remain more likely to 
vote Republican than their unmarried counterparts, except in Maine.   
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Since 2010, weõve seen a widening gender gap 

between men and women. 

Gender Gap

CNN exit polls
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2010 2012 2014

-14 -1 +11 -16 +4-7
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Across key Senate races, we saw wide gender gaps 

where women were more likely to favor Democrats than 

men. In all Senate races with women candidates on the 

ballot, women voters net favored the woman running. 

Key Senate Races

Men Women Gender Gap

% vote for 
Republican

% vote for 
Democrat

Democrat 
minus 

Republican

% vote for 
Republican

% vote for 
Democrat

Democrat 
minus 

Republican

Women 
margin minus 
men margin

Alaska 53 42 -11 46 48 +2 13

Arkansas 60 36 -24 53 42 -11 13

Colorado 56 39 -17 44 52 +8 25

Georgia 61 38 -23 45 53 +8 31

Iowa* 56 40 -16 49 49 +0 16

Kansas 56 39 (Ind) -17 50 46 (Ind) -4 13

Kentucky 61 36 -25 50 47 -3 22

Louisiana* 62 35 -17 49 48 -1 16

Maine* 72 28 -44 66 34 -32 12

North Carolina* 56 41 -15 42 54 +12 27

New Hampshire* 55 44 -11 40 59 +19 30

West Virginia* 67 30 -37 58 39 -19 18

*Race with Woman Candidate Running
Source: CNN 2014 National Exit Poll



The marriage gap was largest in Louisiana and 

Georgia and smallest in Maine and Iowa. 

Key Senate Races

Married Women Unmarried Women Marriage Gap

% vote for 
Republican

% vote for 
Democrat

Democrat 
minus 

Republican

% vote for 
Republican

% vote for 
Democrat

Democrat 
minus 

Republican

Unmarried 
minus 

married 
margin

Alaska 56 38 -18 35 57 +22 40

Arkansas 58 40 -18 38 57 +19 37

Colorado 49 47 -2 30 66 +36 38

Georgia 53 45 -8 29 67 +38 46

Iowa* 44 54 +10 42 56 +14 4

Kansas 53 43 (Ind) -10 40 54 (Ind) +14 24

Kentucky 58 39 -19 40 54 +14 33

Louisiana* 61 37 -24 36 62 +26 50

Maine* 66 34 -32 66 34 -32 0

North Carolina* 51 45 -6 31 63 +32 38

New Hampshire* 43 57 +14 37 62 +25 11

West Virginia* 57 35 -22 49 46 -3 19

*Race with Woman Candidate Running
Source: CNN 2014 National Exit Poll # WomenInPolitics



Where Women 

Won
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Overview of Women Candidates in 2014 ð

Congress 

ω At least 101 women will serve in the 114th Congress.

ωOn Tuesday, 4 women won their Senate races including 2 Republican 
newcomers: Joni Ernst (IA) and Shelley Moore Capito(WV). While Kay 
Hagan (D-NC) lost her seat, the Senate remains 20% women. 

ωWƻƴƛ 9Ǌƴǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ LƻǿŀΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 
delegation and the first woman veteran to serve in the U.S. Senate.

ω The 114th Congress will have 6 GOP women senators, which is the 
largest number to date and signifies a growing constituency of 
Republican women candidates. # WomenInPolitics



ω In the House, 11 new women have been elected, including 5 women of 
color, joining the 70 incumbent women who won reelection. This 
comprises the largest number of women serving in the House to date, 
including a record total of 32 women of color serving in the House (29 
D, 3R).

ω At 30 years old, Elise Stefanik(R-NY) made history as the youngest 
woman ever elected to Congress.

ωMia Love (R-UT) also made history as the first African American 
Republican woman elected to Congress. 

# WomenInPolitics

Overview of Women Candidates in 2014 ð

Congress 



Overview of Women Candidates in 2014 ðState 

Office 

ωWhile women candidates made gains in Congress, less can be said of 
their representation as statewide executives. 

ωOf the 9 women nominated for gubernatorial office, 4 incumbent 
women won reelection, while Gina Raimondo(D-RI) was the only 
woman candidate to pick up an open seat. It was a notable win as Gina 
Raimondois the first woman elected governor of Rhode Island. 

ωOther notable firsts include Evelyn Sanguinetti(R-IL) becoming the first 
Latina Lt. Governor in any state and Massachusetts attorney general-
elect Maura Healy being the first LGBT woman elected to the post in 
any state.
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24

U.S. Senate

10%

90%

19%

81%

Women

Men

20%

80%

While women continue to make progress in 

Congress, significant work has to be done 

at all levels of elected office.

U.S. House of Representatives

Governors2014 Voters

Source: Center for American Women and 
Politics; CNN Exit Polls

24%

76%

State Legislatures
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�x Governor τJerry Brown
�x Lt. Governor τGavin Newsom
�x Secretary of State τAlex Padilla
�x Controller τBetty Yee
�x Treasurer τJohn Chiang
�x Attorney General τKamala Harris
�x Insurance Commissioner τDave Jones
�x Superintendent of Public Instruction τTom Torlakson

All 8 SEIU endorsed candidates for 
Constitutional office were victorious.

�x Both San Francisco and Oakland minimum wage 

ordinances passed.

Local Races


